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Using Numbas at FVC

Why we used Numbas to assess
How we have implemented it at FVC
How we are going to use Numbas to assess in the future



Why we started assessing using Numbas

% Used it as a formative assessment tool since 2014
% Unable to do traditional paper assessment during pandemic
% Needed to ensure assessments met SQA regulations:

% were valid, reliable equitable and fair
% ensured the candidates own work



Benefits of using Numbas

% Ensures candidates’ own work
% Maintains integrity of assessment
% Allows performance criteria to be sampled in line with SQA regulations
% Ensures robustness of assessment because of randomisation
% Provides instant feedback to students



https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files/hn/H7K134.pdf



Implementation at FVC

% Use Moodle as our VLE (https://moodle.org)
% Create 5 Numbas exams per outcome 
% Feedback from staff and students has been very positive

https://moodle.org/


Future use of Numbas at FVC

% Post pandemic majority classes will return to campus 2022-2023
% Will use a hybrid form of doing assessments:

%

%

%

%

% Returning to invigilated, closed book assessments
% Using Numbas to generate the assessments
% Redesigning the marks allocated to assessments to be in line with the traditional approach to assessing
% Candidates doing their working on a booklet provided and inputting their answers into the Numbas assessment
% A candidate could pass solely on the Numbas assessment but in the event they don’t achieve enough to pass, 

their script could be marked against a generic marking scheme to see if they would get enough marks from 
their working to pass



Thank you
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